
Name:  Arica Bukowski 
 
Membership Category: Associate 
 
Title: Sales and Marketing 
  
Company: Cushing 
 
Company description: Print and Digital Communications - everything from flyers to large 
wall graphics and Marketing Strategies 
 
Last book read: Bossypants, Tina Fey 
 
Last movie seen: The Island 
 
My Favorite Vacation City/Country: I have family in Naples, FL and always enjoy the slower 
pace and the beaches! 
 
Favorite Sport and Team: San Francisco 49ers (football) 
  
What has been the most challenging part of your job recently? And, have you made any 
changes to try and solve some of those issues?: I just recently joined the Cushing team so 
learning about all of our products and services has been challenging because it's always 
evolving with new technologies and applications. I'm soaking up as much as I can, asking 
tons of questions and writing everything down! 
 
What have been the most important steps in your life (schools, jobs, etc.) that have led you 
to where you are today? Being part of organizations outside of my line of work has helped 
me grow, learn and meet amazing people. I went to school for Communication at UIC with 
the thought of being a teacher. I have changed my mind so many times that it's nice to 
finally have direction after talking with many colleagues. I now work for a fantastic family-
owned, woman-owned, Chicago-native business and couldn't be happier!  
 
Many people who work within the FM world have to act as "leaders" in their jobs. 
What do you think makes a good leader, and have you done anything recently that has 
made you a leader?: I love working with people in any way, shape or form. I'm very 
comfortable in social situations and love talking with everyone! I would say I'm a natural 
leader because I'm very vocal, energetic and positive. Last summer I emceed the summer 
event of SMPS Chicago. If you put a microphone in my hand you may/may not regret it! I 
helped plan the event as I'm on the Special Events Committee, but also volunteered to keep 
the event moving by making announcements and leading the event.  It was a gorgeous June 
day with plenty of sunshine for our outdoor event and a great turnout! 
 
A year from now, what will you have hoped to accomplish, professionally or personally?:  
In a year I hope to find my forte and passion for my job. I always give 100% but never 
found that position where I could see myself staying long-term. I'm excited to say that I 



finally found a great company where I can see myself grow and staying put for many years. 
Check back in a year :) 
  
 
 
 
 
 


