
Name:  Val Jackson 
 
Membership Category: Professional Member 
 
Title: Office Services Manager 
 
Certification: M.B.A.   
  
Company: Donohue Brown Mathewson & Smyth LLC 
 
Company description: Donohue Brown Mathewson & Smyth LLC is one of Chicago's pre-
eminent trial practice boutiques. Founded in 1995, the firm successfully tries difficult, high 
exposure cases in the country's most challenging jurisdictions. The firm is known as one of 
the "go to" firms in Chicago for particularly difficult or high stakes cases and, since its 
founding, no firm in Chicago has tried as many complex cases as successfully as DBMS. 
 
Last Book Read: Proof of Heaven 
 
Last movie seen: Unfortunately it was pretty bad and I can't bring myself to mention the 
name. 
 
My Favorite Vacation City/Country: Wherever family and friends are. 
 
Favorite Sport and Team: All Chicago Teams. 
  
What has been the most challenging part of your job recently? And, have you made 
any changes to try and solve some of those issues?: Challenges are everywhere and in 
accepting this position, I am glad that I had the opportunity to choose this challenge. 
 
What have been the most important steps in your life (schools, jobs, 
etc.) that have led you to where you are today? Obtaining my M.B.A. 
 
Many people who work within the FM world have to act as "leaders" in their jobs. 
What do you think makes a good leader, and have you done anything recently that has 
made you a leader?: A good listener, discernment, an ability to see the big picture and to 
properly convey what is needed and to motivate staff to accomplish company goals. 
 
A year from now, what will you have hoped to accomplish, professionally or personally?:  
I always hope to have accomplished growth both professionally and personally. Donohue 
Brown Mathewson & Smyth LLC is one of Chicago's pre-eminent trial practice boutiques. 
Founded in 1995, the firm successfully tries difficult, high exposure cases in the country's 
most challenging jurisdictions. The firm is known as one of the "go to" firms in Chicago for 
particularly difficult or high stakes cases and, since its founding, no firm in Chicago has 
tried as many complex cases as successfully as DBMS. 


